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authority of the friars, who had lived here many
years, to be of greater weight than any Scriptures,
and that if I began to start doubts of this nature
in the beginning of our visit to the holy places,
there would be an end to all pleasure in the ex-
cursion* I therefore bowed assent, and remained
silent.
We came next to the castle itself, called by
some the Castle of the Pisans, which D'Anville
thinks was built on the ruins of the ancient
palace of David, It is at present, a large for-
tress, surrounded by a ditch, crowned by battle-
ments, and occupying a considerable space of
ground. "We could not obtain admission into
the interior; but as far as we could perceive,
from the outer walls, the whole was compara-
tively a modern work, of Saracen execution j
nothing remaining but some masses of strong
masonry in large rough blocks near the founda-
tion, which bore the appearance of higher anti-
quity, and which seemed like the rustic masonry
of the Romans*
Leaving this on the left, we went out of the
Bethlehem gate, in the south-west quarter of
the city; and going down the hill toward the
south-east along the foot of Mount Sion, we had
on our right, a deep valley, in which were several
olive-trees, and on our left the celebrated holy
hill on which the walls of the city now stand,